
Planning Board Meeting Minutes 
Date: September 11, 2019 
Time: 7:31 pm 
 
 

x J. Hargraves x A. Pease 

x J. Lindquist x T. Foster 

x T. Cantor  W. Stacy (associate) 

 
TBD 
 
Also Attending: 

● None 
 
Meeting Opened at 7:31 pm. 

Meeting Minutes 
● Alan moved to approve the meeting minutes from August 28, 2019; Jeanie seconded; all 

were in favor 
 

Harold Chattaway: Concerns about former apple orchard in the area of road 
development for Brietmaier subdivision on Old Northfield Rd. 

● Old apple orchard on Old Northfield was designated to be a development site (Lt. Josiah 
Barrett) 

○ A right of way was supposed to be added to the property to support the 
development plan 

○ There is concern that there is arsenic in the soil, that if disturbed, could leach 
into the water 

○ The request is to have the soil tested to ensure that any potential work does not 
create a problem for abutters 

○ The lot was abandoned - no work has been done on the property 
○ Approval for subdivision was given on January 26, 2017; it expires after 2 years, 

so the approval is no longer valid 
○ Without a change, there would need to be a solid reason to prevent re-approval 

 

Notify Building Inspector and applicant of expiration of subdivision approval Breitmaier 
subdivision on Old Northfield Rd. 

● Notify: 
○ Building inspector that the subdivision approval has expired  

(Action Item: Alan P./Jim H.) 



○ Developer of the same (Action Item: Alan P.) 

Ed McSweeney and Stefan McSweeney (from Hollis) for property on Main and County 
Rd  

● Building permit request: 
○ McSweeney is looking for an approval for an application for lot 4 on Main St 
○ Currently a vacant lot; plan changed from colonial to split level with same 

configuration 
● Request for shared driveway between lots 2 and 3: 

○ Are there any special forms required? ANS: The application for special permit is 
needed, that McSweeney already has. Additionally, the application for hearing 
needs to be completed. The fee is $200 plus $10 for notifications. Sign the 
application with the town clerk, who will then process the application and takes 
the fees.  

○ If a potential purchaser of lot 3 wants a private driveway instead of utilizing the 
shared driveway, how can the developer move forward? 
ANS: If the shared driveway is not needed, the developer is not obligated to 
continue to build the shared driveway. The permit allows you to proceed with the 
shared driveway. It does not preclude you from looking at other options 

○ Suggestion is to have the developer speak to the Highway Department 
Superintendent, Steve Beauregard to obtain buy-in on any drainage concerns 

○ Forms have been completed. McSweeney will file with the town clerk. 

Notices, Filings, and Events 

● Appeal to ZBA of Building Inspector’s decision regarding 80 South Rd. has been 
received by the Town Clerk. Awaiting receipt of certified abutters list 

○ Zoning Board of Appeals received a notice from the Building Inspector  
○ The Building inspector made the decision on August 1st; the owners appealed 

August 26th with an incomplete application 
○ The owners have been notified of the incomplete application 
○ The town is currently awaiting receipt of certified abutters list 
○ The land, while in residential district, is currently used for dog breeding, , where it 

now falls into agricultural use. This is the case for any plot of land over 5 acres, 
despite the district the land is in 

○ There are noise complaints from the dogs bred on the property; there are also 
concerns about the runoff from the property from cleaning up after the animals or 
other waste disposal 

● House Bill, HR 1802 regarding training for Planning Board and ZBA members is before 
the legislature.  

○ This would apply to members who become board members and every 2 years 
after. This is continuing education for town planning board members 

● House Bill HR 3507 regarding reduction of supermajority (2/3) vote to majority vote for 
certain zoning changes impacting housing. Adoption by municipality optional. 



○ This is to support adoption of zoning best practices to provide appropriate 
housing production 

○ The local zoning that would be affected are listed in the Act 
● Application for Special Permit, Reduce Frontage Lot on Rindge Rd. has been filed. 

Awaiting payment of fee. An application for a variance to frontage requirement has been 
filed with the ZBA for this lot.  

○ Application for Special Permit - Denise Porter 
○ The application was filed on 9/10/19 
○ Notification must be 14 days prior to the hearing; these must be consecutive 

weekends 
○ The application must be attended to within 65 days of the filing of the application 

(November 14, 2019) 
○ The article can be published September 20th and September 27th with the 

hearing on October 9, 2019 
○ They are also seeking a variance because the frontage on the lot to be sold is 

less than 50’, not satisfying the reduced frontage lot 
○ Terri C. to file meeting notices, send a note to the abutters, and to abutting 

towns (check Alan’s email with instructions) 
■ Alan to send a sample notice 
■ Complete everything all at once and send it out 

 

Review article 16 of the 2019 Annual Town Meeting and make changes to the bylaw. 
● Need to correct what Tiffany had sent for the amended article. The certification that we 

received has amendments to article 16. However, article 16 did not previously exist.  
● We need a certification that the article was approved as printed in the warrant and then 

that there was an amendment to the article and that it was also approved. 
● After doing so, the Planning Board will need to come by and update the bylaw itself. 
● Jeanie will approach Tiffany on making these corrections. Terri to send Jeanie the 

amendments with the red markups. 

Community Development Plan update, review and update goals.  
● Tabling until the next meeting 

 

Items not anticipated by the chairman. 
● Running list of items for the Planning Board: 

○ 7/24/19 meeting: Update the marijuana definition (to be done later this year) 
○ 7/10/19 meeting: Jeanie to contact Harald to see if he’d be willing to share the 

concept or talk to the Board on the concept (from 7/10/19 meeting; for our next 
meeting) 

○ 8/14/19 meeting: Re-examine the bylaws to remove Planning Board approving 
the driveway for lots 

https://www.ashbyma.gov/plan/minutes/2019/PBMinutes2019%20Feb27.pdf
https://www.ashbyma.gov/plan/minutes/2019/PBMinutes2019%20Feb27.pdf


 
Meeting adjourned at 9:23 pm. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Terri Cantor 
 



Application for Map 10, Parcel 85, Lot 4: 

 



 

Application for Special Permit and hearing for shared driveway, Map 10, Parcel 85, lots 2 and 3: 

 



 



 



 


